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of God’s kingdom. Lent presents a great oppor-
tunity to explore a deeper meaning of God, not 
just for my life, but for our journey as a congre-
gation. The topic we have chosen for this year 
is inspiring: “A Journey into Wholeness.” Some 
of our lay speakers and I will navigate with you 
into the deep waters of our inner selves, and 
through the brokenness of hunger and homeless-
ness, find the power of God’s grace. 

We will also attempt to discover that same life-
giving grace in the brokenness of creation and 
neighbor, with the hope that these reflections 
and experiences will contribute toward the 
spiritual growth of us as individuals, and as a 
congregation. 

Therefore, I pray that you can schedule a time 
for Lent in the calendar of your life to discover 
new meanings and greater possibilities in your 
journey. Our weekly appointment will start with 
a delicious supper on Wednesday, February 17 
at 7 p.m. We will do this for next four Wednes-
days until March 16. Who will be preparing 
these meals? All of us! If you are planning to 
attend these community Lenten meals, please 
bring your favorite dish and be ready to share 
it with a great number of loving and kind people. 

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Rafael Garcia

As I share these words, I hope each one 
of you and your families have been able 
to overcome the force of nature and are 

ready to move on to new possibilities. As dif-
ficult as life can be sometimes, it still deals us 
with greater unforgettable moments and experi-
ences. This gives me the opportunity to thank 
all those who made possible another meaningful 
New Year’s Day brunch. The turnout was out-
standing and the service and care offered by our 
volunteers to those who came was even better. I 
also heard that the quality of love and care was 
stretched out all the way to the January Hemp-
stead Fellowship Brunch. That is indeed worthy 
mentioning! 

I am glad we were able to carry this spirit of joy 
and celebration to our Martin Luther King Jr. 
service, celebrated this year during our regular 
worship service. It is important to recognize the 
participation of our youth and the significance 
in maintaining the story of Brother King and 
the legacy of the Civil Rights movement, alive 
in the memory of all of them. In this regard, we 
should also recognize the message delivered 
by our brother, Wayne Redman, who reminded 
us that the struggle for justice and peace is an 
ongoing task and that our church must be part 
of those helping to eradicate injustice in all its 
forms because “Injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.”

But as I said it at the beginning of this article, 
life and ministry continue to offer us possibili-
ties to grow and contribute toward the building 
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New Year’s Day Brunch

Pictured above (L to R): Claudia 
Byam,Linda Gomes, and Mad-
eline Corredor-Garcia.

Pictured above 
(L toR): Rev. 

Rafael Garcia 
and brunch

   guests.

Pictured, left:
Duncan Chase.

Pictured above (L to R): Mary Johnson and Bibi 
Boucicaut.

Pictured above (L to R): Claude Gooding 
and Claudia Byam.

The New Year’s Day 
brunch was well 
attended, with more 
than 60 people who 
came out on the 
first day of the year 
to enjoy a delicious 
meal, prepared by the 
Hempstead Fellowship 
Brunch Committee.
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A Delicious Start to 2016!

Pictured above: Malcolm Garcia, Oscar Garcia, Kevon 
Garcia, Camilo Garcia, and friends.

Pictured above (L to R): Zoe Gomes, Judy 
Quinn, Liz Johnson, and Pauline Lewis.

Pictured above (L to R): Leon Williams, Adrienne Jones, 
Judy Quinn, Mary Johnson, Pat Donnelly, Garydiane 
Morrison, and Liz Williams.

Pictured above (L to R): Julia and Jim Ross.

Pictured above: Elnora Brevard.

Pictured above: Wayne Redman.
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Corrections: In the January
 issue of the Parish News, there 
was a misprint in one of the 
names associated with the 
Lessons and Carols photos. 
Pictured on the right is: Jeremy 
McKenzie, Jonathan McCullers, 
and Jeremy Andall. Pictured on 
the left: Jonathan McCullers.
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 February Birthday List - Happy Birthday!
Sunshine Column

Patrick Thomson    February 3rd
Rev. Irv Marsland    February 4th
Hugh Brown     February 4th
Ann Hunter     February 4th
Daniella Johnson    February 5th
Celeste Walwyn     February 6th
Jean Bearak     February 9th
Louise Josephson    February 10th
Aniqa Garrison      February 10th
Alexis Redman      February 10th
Chelsea Redman    February 10th
Xavyer Thomson    February 11th
Dorothy Zondag    February 13th
Miriam Harris     February 14th
Joseph Hall     February 16th
Paulette Brown     February 16th
Marilyn Harris     February 17th
Shirley Brown     February 18th
Jackie Morgan     February 18th
Ruth Robinson     February 20th
Roger Eastman     February 21st
Vicenta Garcia     February 22nd
Shari Bailey     February 23rd
Norman Brown     February 24th
Daniella Dwyer     February 24th
Clifford Brown     February 26th
Natalie Moran     February 26th
Xavier Gooding     February 26th
Stephen Samuel     February 28th

Parish News Announcements

Please submit all information (articles, announce-
ments, photos) about events, committee/ministries 
news, and other information that you can share 
with our church family to: 
hempsteadumc@gmail.com, or drop them off in 
the church office by February 14th. 

The next Parish News will be distributed by the 
last week of February. 

If you are new to the church and wish to become 
a member, please see Pastor.

Church Schedule

  Sunday:  8:30 AM   Bible Study
                9:00 AM     Choir Rehearsal
               10:00 AM    Morning Worship  
                       (Social Hour to Follow)
 After service, Sounds of Praise Choir Rehearsal
                           (5-11 years old)

     Sunday:  Service in Spanish, 12:30 PM
     Thursday: 7:30 PM    Choir Rehearsal
       Friday:  8:00 PM    Youth Fellowship
                        (Alternate Fridays)

If your name is not on the list, please contact Mary 
Johnson, Karen Bonnet, or Lavern Thompson.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WED. THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5

Youth Fellowsip
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7
Bible Study,
8:30 am

8 9 10
Ash Wednesday
Service, 
7:30 pm

11 12 13

14
Bible Study
8:30 am

15 16 17
Lenten Supper, 
7:00 pm

18 19
Youth 
Fellowship

20

21
Bible Study,
8:30 am

Black History 
Celebration

22
Finance 
Committee 
meeting, 7:30 
pm

23 24
Lenten Supper, 
7:00 pm

25 26 27
Hempstead 
Fellowship 
Brunch, 11 a.m

28
Bible Study,
8:30 am

29

February Calendar 
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Celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. at 
United Methodist Church of Hemptead

The Martin Luther King Day worship celebra-
tion was well attended with 126 people com-

ing out to pay tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.. At the worship service, Wayne Redman, lay 
speaker and  Executive Director of the Boys and 
Girls Club, gave an excellent sermon, “Reaching

the Mountain Top.” Excerpts from Dr. King’s 
sermons and speeches were read by Alex 
Benjamin, Zoe Gomes, and Jonathan 
McCullers. Chrystelle Gooding played a 
clarinet solo to the delight of the congregation.

9



10

New York Annual Conference

United Methodist Men
New York Annual Conference
“Building Spiritually Fulfilled Men”

Second Annual Prayer Breakfast
Theme: My Brother’s Keeper
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Lenten Calendar

During Lent many people give up some-
thing as a reminder of the season and our 

journey to the celebration of the sacrifice Jesus 
made for us. In this issue of the Parish News 
you will find a Lenten Calendar where we ask 
you to add something during Lenten. Remove 
the calendar and put it where you will see it 
every day and read what that day is asking of 
you. It begins on Ash Wednesday, 2/10, and 
ends with Easter, 3/27. The money collected 
goes to the LICC Emergency Food Center to 
do as Jesus taught us - feed the hungry. The 
money can be collected in an envelope, plastic 
bag or anything you like, brought to church 
and given to an usher. 

THESE ARE THE DAYS THE LORD HAS 
MADE - REJOICE

2016 Lenten Suppers

Starting Wednesday 2/17/16 through the next four 
Wednesdays until Holy Week.

Come and join your church family for fellowship and 
programs. Bring a dish to share. You can show off 
your cooking skills or bring something pre made. The 
number of people who show up makes up the variety of 
the meal. Nothing is planned for the meal except rolls 
and desserts. In the past we have ended up with 
all vegetables, or main dishes, or salads, but that is 
okay because we are family. 

• Dinner starts at 7 pm.
• Program starts at 8 pm for one hour.
• The evening is over at 9 pm so that we can be 
  ready for the following day - work or school.

 Please plan to join us for dinner or the 
program or both.

Missions

The Missions Commission is being re-orga-
nized; your help is needed with ideas and 

projects close to your heart; i.e., Heifer Project, 
UMCOR, Blankets, INN. Jennie Connolly will 
continue spearheading the Health Kit collec-
tion in the spring and the Emergency Food 
Center box will remain in the Social Hall. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if everyone brought 
one item for the box every time they entered 
the church – let’s try.  Also there is a hunger 
kettle in the narthex - the donations received 

are divided between UMCOR and the INN.
If you are interested in making Missions a priority of 
the church, please contact Jean Bearak, 485-9638, or 
the church office so a meeting can be scheduled and 
the process begun.

Lay Servant Ministry 

A lay servant ministry course will be held on Feb. 
20, 27, March 5, 12, and 19 at the LIE District 

office, 265 Asbury Ave., Westbury, 8:30 to 1:00 p.m. If 
you wish to participate, please call 516-306-4960, or 
email: michelefsanchez3949@gmail.com.


